
TOWN of DEERFIELD 
BOARD of SELECTMEN 

July 29, 2015, at 5:30 PM 

A regular meeting of the Deerfield Board of Selectmen was held on July 29, 2015, at 5:30 PM.  The 
Meeting Convened at 5:30 PM. 

PRESENT:  Carolyn Shores Ness, David Gilmore.  ABSENT: Mark Gilmore 

Discussion/Decision Items 
The board considered the appointment of Jennifer Bartak as a Full Time Police Officer and Special Dog 
Officer. 

It was MOVED by Wolfram, SECONDED by Ness 

To appoint Jennifer Bartak as a full-time police officer and special dog officer. 

VOTED: 2, 0, 0. 

The board considered the appointment of Kevin Scarborough as Superintendent of Public Works 
Operations. 

It was MOVED by Wolfram, SECONDED by Ness 

To appoint Kevin Scarborough as Superintendent of Public Works Operations, effective July 29, 
2015. 

VOTED: 2, 0, 0. 

Town Administrator’s Report 
The Board considered a request from the Personnel Committee, in a memo to the board dated July 16.  

It was MOVED by Ness, SEDCONDED by Wolfram, that 

The board authorizes the Town Administrator to send a memo to each town employee, 
concerning the purpose of a proposed Classification / Compensation study, to convey the 
necessary documentation for same, and to require completion of the documentation within a 
timeline that is convenient to Department heads and the Personnel Committee (recommendation 
is two weeks from the date of distribution). 

VOTED: 2, 0, 0. 

Upcoming meetings: 
 August 5, 2015, 7:00 PM – Special Meeting – GCC, Greenfield, MA (Participation in Mass. EFSB 

Public Hearing). 

 August 12, 2015, 6:30 PM – Town Offices, South Deerfield 

 August 26, 2015, 6:30 PM – Town Offices, South Deerfield 

The board determined that they would NOT participate as a board at the South Deerfield Fire 
Department Prudential Committee Meeting on August 13. 

Board recessed until 7 PM. 

 - - - 

Public Presentations 
At 7:00 PM, the board participated in the FERC Siting Board Public Hearing, held at Greenfield Middle 
School.  (See attached notes). 
 
 



 

 

Adjourn 
It was MOVED by Wolfram, SECONDED by Ness,  

To authorize signing of payroll and vendor warrants, upon completion, and at the convenience of 
the Board members, and to Adjourn. 

VOTED: 2, 0, 0. 

The board was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

 
Attest: Douglas C. Finn 

 

ATTACHEMENTS: 

 Transcription of presentation to FERC Siting Committee by Carolyn Shores Ness 

 “Bullet Points” as presented to FERC, by David Wolfram: 

 MEMORANDUM – From Personnel Board to Board of Selectmen, dated July 16, 2015 

 MEMORANDUM – from John Paciroek, Jr. to Board of Selectmen, dated July 29, 2015 

 MEMORANDUM – From Personnel Board, to Board of Selectmen, Dated July 27, 2015 

 NOTES – From Carolyn Shores Ness (Handwritten) dated July 29, 2015. 

 

  



 

 

Transcription of presentation to FERC Siting Committee by Carolyn Shores Ness 
 

Thank you for holding this local scoping session. 

The Town of Deerfield will be submitting written comments to the FERC that lists our concerns by the 
August Deadline. 

However, the Town of Deerfield is formally requesting tonight, that the FERC grant an extension to the 
EIS Scoping Process that includes an extension to the August 31, 2015 deadline for written comments, 
because of the volume of material delivered for review on Friday, July 24th, to allow for proper view.  
The Town of Deerfield is especially concerned about  the lack of information related to horizontal drilling 
that will occur under the railroad, under Interstate 91, under the Deerfield River, under a contaminated 
aquifer in the rail yard, and under the Connecticut River. 

The Town of Deerfield also formally requests, tonight, a “No Action Alternative analysis” in the EIS 
Scope, or a delay in the FERC Scoping process that will allow the Attorney General’s office to submit 
their study, evaluating the need for the proposed pipeline capacity, to be completed by October. 

The information that we have received has been perpetually changing, and incomplete.  The Town of 
Deerfield’s concerns are wide-ranging, from the setback from the transmission lines and the corrosion 
threat from the electromagnetic field, to many pre- and post-construction concerns of water testing, 
radon testing, erosion control, storm water run-off, access roads, pipe depth, invasive plants, and 
emergency response.  Please take the time to have the Town of Deerfield’s concerns fully addressed. 

We also formally request tonight that the FERC notify the town of all actions that they will do and not do 
regarding the Kinder Morgan pipeline.  Thank you. 

  



 

 

“Bullet Points” as presented to FERC, by David Wolfram: 
 
Economic 

1. Pipeline’s presence could cause destruction of home values 
2. Pipeline’s presence could cause difficulties in financing or refinancing 
3. Pipeline’s presence could cause difficulties obtaining homeowners insurance 

Water Resources 

1. Pipeline’s construction could cause damage to wetlands 
2. Placement could cause alteration of surface water drainage patterns 
3. Pipeline could be a source of contamination of water supplies 
4. Construction could cause a reduction of well capacities for bedrock wells 
5. Placement could result in alteration of groundwater flow patterns 

Geology 

1. Blasting during construction will impact geology and groundwater flow 
2. Installation of pipe in frost zone can pose threat to pipe integrity 
3. Lack of proper bedding will impact pipe integrity 
4. Depth of pipeline could prohibit farming or recreational use damage 

Public Safety 

1. Deerfield does not have resources to protect against terror or vandalism threats 
2. Deerfield does not have manpower or equipment to address pipeline accidents 
3. Regional response preparedness 
4. Pipeline’s proximity to Deerfield Rail Yard could affect or alter remediation efforts at that 

site. 
5. Reverse 911 funding 

Open Space, Recreation, and Conserved Lands 

1. Pipeline will cross bodies of water and recreational areas (Deerfield River, Connecticut River) 
2. Pipeline will affect recreation and retreat areas (i.e., Woolman Hill) 
3. Pipeline will cross a significant portion of Deerfield farmland, causing loss of arable land, and 

potential long-term repercussions to farming in Deerfield.   
4. Pipeline installation could affect further conservation efforts in Deerfield 
5. Pipeline will pass through private and public conserved and preserved land 

Historical 

1. Pipeline will pass adjacent to Historic Deerfield and could affect tourist potential 
2. Pipeline could cause disturbance to several historic homes, and potentially disturb one 

historic cemetery. 
3. No provisions related to planning for, or conservation of potential Neolithic or other 

archeological sites 

Construction 

1. Heavy equipment during construction will damage town roads 
2. Blasting adjacent to power lines will threaten transmission line integrity 
3. Construction could have a detrimental effect on farms and businesses along the 

construction route 
4. Critical nature of construction should mandate an independent 3rd party construction 

monitor and certification 












